FIRST SESSION IN CONGRESS       127

rejoinder: "One at a time, if you please.
Verily, the voice of the greenbacker stirreth up
my friends on the right.''

"Now, there is great difficulty in regard to
cutting down the amount of gold in the dollar",
continued Weaver. "As I remarked, if you
reduce the amount of metal in the gold dollar
it will be said you cannot pay the bond in gold.
And if you add to the amount of silver in the
silver dollar, then you take away, for the third
time, from the people the right to pay the
bonded debt according to the contract. It is
high time for this Government to do away with
this bartering with creditors, and say, ' There
is one dollar for all, rich and poor alike; and it
shall pay all debts to the rich and the poor,
whether he be a bondholder or a bondpayer'.
We want a dollar of the Government estab-
lished by law, and not by barter with crafty
public creditors ... . . I adhere to the old
standard of 412^ grains for a silver dollar and
25.8 grains for a gold dollar, and then I would
have the royal loyal greenback as my paper
dollar. It came to the rescue of the Govern-
ment when silver and gold, like cowardly trai-
tors, fled away and hid until the battle was
over."110

During this first session General Weaver
introduced ten bills, six of which had to do
with pensions or relief for soldiers or their